FOSTER CARE LIAISON

Senate Bill 291, enacted in 2009, created sections 167.018 and 167.019 RSMo, otherwise
known as the “Foster Care Education Bill of Rights.” These laws require public school districts
and child-placing agencies to ensure that foster children do not fall through the cracks when it
comes to receiving an education.

Section 168.018, RSMo, requires each school district to designate a staff member as the
educational liaison for children in foster care. In the St. Joseph School District, the educational
liaison for foster care children is Deb Cook, (816) 671-4000.

Acting in an advisory capacity, the educational liaison is required to:

1. Ensure and facilitate the proper educational placement, enrollment in school and checkout
from school of foster children;

2. Assist foster care students when transferring from one school or district to another, by
ensuring proper transfer of credits, records and grades;

3. Request school records of a foster care student pursuant to section 167.022, within two
business days of a foster care student’s placement in a school; and

4. Submit school records of foster care students within three business days of receiving a
request for a foster care student’s records.

Section 167.019, RSMo, requires a child-placing agency, as defined in section 210.481,
RSMo, to promote the educational stability of foster children. The child-placing agency must
take into consideration the foster child’s school attendance area when placing the child. This
section further defines the right of foster children in regard to their continuing education:

1. A foster child has the right to remain enrolled in and attend his or her school of origin or
to return to a previously attended school in an adjacent district.

2. The school district shall accept for credit full or partial course work satisfactorily
completed by a foster care student while attending a public school, non-public school, or
non-sectarian school in accordance with district policy or procedure.

3. A foster care student’s school district of residence shall issue a diploma to a foster care
student under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court providing the student completes the
district’s graduation requirements.

4. A school district shall ensure that if a foster care student is absent from school because of
a change in placement made by a court or child placing agency, or because of a verified
court-appearance or court-ordered activity, the grades and credits of the foster care student
shall be calculated as of the date the student left school, and the student’s grades shall not
be lowered as a consequence of the absence.

5. Subject to federal law, school districts shall permit access of foster care student records to
any child placing agency for the purpose of fulfilling educational case management
responsibilities required by a juvenile officer or by law and to assist with the school
transfer and placement of a student.



